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RENEWING THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  

WHAT IS IT AND WHAT PURPOSE DOES IT SERVE? 
 
     The St. Julie Billiart Parish Council (PPC) was very helpful to 
me when I first arrived.  Specifically, we talked a great deal 
about the future of the school.  Since then, the PPC has not 
been meeting.  The time is now to revive and renew the Parish 
Pastoral Council. 
     The PPC is a fairly recent phenomenon in the Catholic 
Church.  Prior to Vatican II, nothing like it existed.  In the 30 
years after Vatican II we had Parish Councils that often 
struggled to understand their identity and purpose.  In the last 
15 years significant strides have been taken toward clarifying 
the place of a PPC in the life of a parish. 
     The PPC is modeled after the Diocesan Pastoral Council as 
described in the Decree on Bishops from Vatican II.  They are to 
“investigate and consider matters relating to pastoral activity and 
to formulate practical conclusions concerning them.”  We might 
call that “Pastoral Planning”, helping the Bishop set priorities for 
the ministry of the People of God in a diocese.  In that way the 
Bishop benefits from the study, reflection, and recommendations 
of prudent Catholics in his diocese.  The PPC is clearly not a 
finance committee. 
  
     The PPC serves the same function for the pastor of a parish.  
The PPC responsibilities include: 
• Understanding the manifold dimensions of Church life both 

in maintaining itself and in moving outward to embrace the 
broader world 

• Becoming familiar with the unique gifts, challenges, and 
potential of this particular parish.  Both in its members and 
in its geographical area. 

• Prayerfully considering how this particular parish can most 
fully live out the mission of the Church 

• Making practical recommendations to the Pastor 
  
     Parishes and pastors these days face competing claims on 
their time and energy.  The PPC helps sort out priorities.  
Should the pastor be more of an “outfront” leader or devote 
himself more to one-on-one ministry?  Should parish resources 
be directed more to young people or veteran parishioners?     
     Years ago there weren't so many differing expectations.  The 
function of the parish was clear and iden-tical from place to 
place.  Today a pastor needs a set of people who see 
themselves as disciples of Jesus, who want to work with him to 
build up the whole parish as a community of disciples -- a PPC 
that is willing to pray and grow together, to listen to parishioners 
and also listen to scripture, and try to hear the voice of the Spirit 
alive in the church.  By dealing with these kinds of questions, 
the pastor and PPC together enable the parish to set its course 
in the world. 
      On Tuesday evening, August 31st, at 7:00 PM, in Fenmont  I 
would like to meet with parishioners interested in serving on a 
renewed Parish Pastoral Council.  At that time Dr. Marian 
Schwab, who has worked in Parish Pastoral Councils in several 
dioceses around the country will explain the work and 
functioning in more detail.  From that I hope to form a PPC, 
spend a couple of months in formation together, and begin to 
formulate a Parish Mission Statement.  In the meantime, if you 
are curious send me an email (mpucke@stjulie.net) and I can 
forward a few brief articles. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: REPORTERS  We are 
fortunate to have the monthly 

newsletter mailed to all registered 

households.  But we could make better 

use of it to “toot our own horn.”  We 

people have busy in many activities 

and ministries.  We need “reporters” to 

spend a little time with those groups, 

collect information and human interest 

angles, and write an article.  If more 

people knew about these activities and 

ministries, more people might come 

forward to join them.  Will you offer your 

writing skills to help the mission of the 

parish in this way?  Contact Fr. Mike for 

more information. 

Outreach Commission Receives $500 ORB Grant 
     The Outreach Commission received a $500 Operation Rice Bowl 
Challenge Grant from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.  This grant was awarded 
for the “most improved previous participant” of the Operation Rice Bowl 
project and we would like to thank the parish for all of your work & 
participation during the Lenten season.  A portion of the grant money will be 
used to start up a Fair Trade coffee, tea & chocolate sale.  The CRS Fair 
Trade Network not only provides a fair price to farmers for their goods, but it 
helps provide technical and financial assistance to help farmers improve 
harvesting & processing of their products.  Please watch the bulletin for 
upcoming info on this project, including a coffee, chocolate, and tea tasting 
after masses.   
 

     The next Outreach Commission meeting will be held on Sunday, August 
8th at 12:00 PM, in the Parish Office Building.  Please contact Beth Race 513 
641.6739 or beth_race@hotmail.com with any questions. 

Caregivers’ Conference Returning September 15 

Caring Matters Caregiver Conference - September 15, 2010 - 8:00 AM to 4:15 

PM.  The 14th Annual conference will feature experienced and knowledgeable 

professionals and caregivers providing you with the very latest insights and 

support in caregiving.  The conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza in 

Blue Ash.  This year’s Keynote speaker will be Marty Richards, MSW, LICSW, 

Social Worker, Educator and Author of “CareSharing.”  Call 513 929.4483 
for more information. 

GIVING THANKS FOR THE PAST, ASSURING THE FUTURE 

Partnering with those who have gone before us 

 

      The parishes that came together in 1989 to form St. Julie Billiart brought a rich heritage.  That heritage goes 

beyond “brick and mortar”.  It is found in the deep faith that still draws people here to the place where generations 

past worshiped.  It is also found in the financial generosity that provides security for our Parish today.  We partner 

with our ancestors to provide for our ministries today and into the future. 

      We are pleased to share with you that that two fellow parishioners chose to include St. Julie’s in their will (or 

long term gift plans).”  The bequest from the Marie Hoerner Trust will be used for the Parish subsidy for tuition at 

St. Peter in Chains School.  It allows us to quite possibly finish this year in the black. 

      From the Estate of Lucy Denittis we received a generous bequest that will allow us to continue to provide 

additional tuition aid to families who are sending their children to Catholic School.  Several years before her death, 

while we still operated our own school, Lucy was honored during Catholic Schools Week for her commitment to 

Catholic Schools. 

      We also received a smaller general bequest from Mrs. Denittis.  We will use that as part of the initial 

contribution to a fund that will be used for major repair and upgrades in the Fenmont.  Recall the great article in the 

May newsletter celebrating the 80th anniversary of that building.  The $200,000 they raised would be over $2.5 

million today.  We will soon be announcing a fund drive to mark this 80th anniversary of the dedication of the 

Fenmont. 

 

      So these bequests will help St. Julie Billiart continue our commitment to Catholic school education and to the 

continued maintenance of the marvelous buildings that have been part of our inheritance. 

      Someone once said that the failure of Christianity is only one generation away.  That is true in every 

generation, isn’t it?  Please be sure to be a part of this great story.  You can do that through time, treasure, and 

talent.  You can do that by weekly contributions, the Fenmont Fund that we will soon be establishing, and by 

remembering St. Julie Billiart in your will. 



Stewardship - A Way of Life 

   A Christian Steward is content. 

   Who among us hasn’t heard that familiar plaint of 

childhood: “It’s not fair!”  When young, many of us dream 

of accomplishing “Great Things”, which usually means, in 

the material sense, world acclaim or substantial wealth. 

 

   These ideas often reap discontent, but to a Christian 

they take on a very different meaning and bring deep 

contentment.  As Christian stewards, we may strive for 

fairness of behalf of the excluded.  We see a world of 

need right at our doorstep and strive to make a 

contribution.  When we all reach out to others, share our 

gifts, our money and our time, we do indeed accomplish 

great things.  It’s an old phrase, to “bloom where you are 

planted,” but the Christian who recognizes that God has a 

plan for them right in their own backyard, is content to let 

God be in charge in all things, great and small.       

(Reprinted article, author unknown) 

     “Ask not what your country can do for you - ask 

what you can do for your country.”  Many of us 

remember these words from JFK’s Inaugural Address 

in 1961.   I was reminded of this as I read a recent 

editorial from Our Sunday Visitor, only the quote 

would be: “Ask not what your church can do for you – 

ask what you can do for your church.” 

 

     It is estimated that half of all currently active priests 

will retire in the next ten years.  This is certainly true 

in our Archdiocese where many of our pastors, like 

Fr. Mike, are in their late fifties and early sixties.  

What will it mean?  It is pretty easy to connect the 

dots.  Fewer Masses.  Fewer parishes.  A greater 

reliance on foreign-born priests.  Pastors having 

responsibility for thousands of families instead of just 

hundreds. 

 

     We expect parishes to offer many services:  

convenient Mass times, sacraments offered 

frequently, religious education for all ages, uplifting 

liturgies, excellent preaching and so on.  But are we 

willing to step up to the plate to keep parishes open 

and staffed? 

 

     The time to get involved is now.  There are many 

ways you can use your time and talents to help.  

Participate wholeheartedly in Mass.  Inquire about 

liturgical ministries.  Volunteer to help with facility 

maintenance and repairs.  Join a parish committee.  

Encourage vocations: lay and religious.  Learn the 

church’s teaching on marriage, social justice, 

immigration, ethics and other tough issues facing us.  

Get to know the members of the Hispanic community 

– they are a big part of the future of the Catholic 

Church in this country.  Support those in leadership 

roles in the parish.  And above all, pray for the Holy 

Spirit to guide us through this impending opportunity 

for growth with style and grace. 

 

     The article asked some tough questions.  You can 

read the whole editorial at 
http://www.osv.com/tabid/7621/itemid/6538/Editorial-

Empty-pulpits.aspx  

The View From The Organ BenchThe View From The Organ BenchThe View From The Organ BenchThe View From The Organ Bench 

St. Vincent de Paul reports: 

During the month of June 2010, the St. Julie Billiart 

Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society expended 

funds totaling $2,541.69. 

• Utility Help: $1,339.01 (11) 

• Personal Health Care Items & Prescriptions: $68.05 (1) 

• Food / Gas: $215.58 (2) 

• Microwave purchase: $69.05 

• Rent $250 (1) 

• Domestic Twinning: $300 (1) 

• International Twinning: $300 (1) 

 

We continue to try to find furniture for those in need of it.  If 

you have items to donate please call the Help Line at 513 

588.6738. 

 

Donated hours and number of people served:  

• May 2010: 199 hrs / 1,240 people 

• June 2010: 183.5 hrs / 820 people 

 

Parishioners that would like to join us by volunteering their 

time are always welcome.  Please let us know that you are 

interested by calling the Help Line and leaving your name 

and phone number. 

   Jack Weisenberger, Treasurer 

From St. Peter in Chains School 

 

Save this date - August 22, 2010 

“Get the Scoop” Open House 

12:00 to 2:00 PM 

 

Meet the teachers, tour the campus, drop off 

school supplies and simply have fun! 



Welcome to those recently baptized at St. Julie 

Billiart Parish: 

 

Zhayra Analy Perez daughter of Alejandro Garcia and 

Ana Luisa Perez, baptized April 11, 2010. 

 

Alexis Daniel Mendez Vazquez son of Carlos Mendez 

and Patricia Vazquez, and 

Parker David Schalk son of Brian and Christina Luken 

Schalk, baptized April 25, 2010. 

 

Jeffrey Richard Bowles son of Jeffrey and Rebecca 

Ferry Bowles; 

Camila Sofia Araujo Escalante daughter of Miguel 

Araujo and Zoraida Escalante, baptized May 9, 2010. 

 

Desiree Michele Hamblin daughter of David Hamblin 

and Tara Davidson; 

Alyssa Marie Miller daughter of Randall Miller and 

Jennifer Simpson; 

Paige Elizabeth Thompson daughter of Glenn and 

Tracey Dirr Thompson; 

Emely Ramirez daughter of Bernarda Ramirez; 

Alexander Perez Villa son of Alexis Perez and Naydu 

Villa; and 

Anthony Silva Bravo son of Santos Silva and Idelia 

Bravo were baptized May 23, 2010. 

 

Anthony Gabriel Garcia-Cardenas son of Juan Garcia 

and Orquidia; 

Christian Alexander Perez-Hidalgo son of Esteban 

Perez and Juana Hidalgo;  

Anthony Reyes-Hernandez son of Antonio Reyes and 

Patricia Hernandez; and, 

Sergio Alexander Hernandez Velasco son of Paulo 

Martin and Maria Velasco were baptized June 13, 2010. 

 

Addyson Marie Fleckenstein daughter of Aaron and 

Catherine Getz Fleckenstein; and, 

Andrew William Scholler son of Joseph and Michaela 

Whittlesey Scholler were baptized June 20, 2010. 

                        PREP NEWS 
 Catechist Meeting is Saturday, August 14th, 

2010 in St. Stephen Hall at the Fenmont 9:45 a.m. 

 

Confirmation meeting August 29th, 2010 at 7:00 

p.m. in the church for candidates and parents or 

sponsors. 

 

September 12th  is the opening day of PREP at 9:45 a.m. in the 

Fenmont.  We will begin with a prayer service and short parent 

meeting. 

Aug.   Toiletry and Food drive for St. Raphael  

            and “Serve City”.  Help is needed to load  

            trucks after Mass.  Exact date TBA 

 

Sept/October-“Helping Hands”- Services for  

            our Home bound parishioners -- Help  

            rake or light housekeeping 

 

 Nov.   Mission Trip to Good Shepherd Mission  

            in Campton, KY -- help them organize 

            their Christmas Santa Shoppe. 

 

 Further information: 

            Emily Venter-xtave@yahoo.com 

                                    513.889.1896                       

NEWS 

Sponsor information should have 

been turned in by now.  A letter 

has been mailed to the sponsors 

from the PREP office. 

Service Opportunities from the parish 

Outreach Committee for Confirmation 

candidates and other High 

School or Confirmed students…. 

Please check your calendar for previously scheduled 

Service opportunities. 
 

Candidate and Parent or Sponsor meeting is 

August .29th, at 7:00 p.m., in the Church. 

Helping Hands Day of Service 

Saturday, August 7th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM   
St. Julie Billiart will be hosting another helping 

hands day of service.  Our goal is to assist 

parishioners who need assistance with house or yard 

work; primarily the elderly.  We are looking for 

several volunteers to join in the effort as well as any 

parishioners who may need assistance with 

housekeeping or yard work.  This is an excellent 

opportunity to benefit the community and help out 

local parishioners and is open to anyone.  If 

interested in volunteering or if you need assistance 

during this day please contact Jerrod Ariss at 

fulloflan@aol.com or at 513 371.0243 for more 

information. 

On Sunday August 15, 2010 at 

10:30 am, the Young Family Small 

Group will be going to Brookville  Lake 

in Indiana for a boat ride and 

cookout.  You MUST RSVP for this 

event, so we can plan for what size boat is 

needed and to make sure that there are enough life 

jackets.  All children must wear a life jacket while on 

the boat.  Each family should bring a side dish and/

or chips and drinks to share.  Please contact Jenni 

Craft at (513) 868.7221 or jennicraft@hotmail.com 

with any questions and for detailed directions. 



SATURDAY, JULY 31 

4:30 Frances Janz and Dorothy Herrlein 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 

8:30 Dick Dowd and Jack Weisenberger 
11:00 Pat Engels and Jim Diebold 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 

4:30 Bill Groth and Pam Long 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 

8:30 Scott Whittlesey and Bonnie Whittlesey 
11:00 Jerry Gordon and Phyllis Tuley 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14 

4:30 Rick LoBuono and David Bonner 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 

8:30 Cleo Ketay and Pamela Andorn 
11:00 Jim Reboulet and Diane Miller 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 

4:30 Dorothy Herrlein and Frances Janz 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 

8:30 Nick Hosmer and Jennifer Hosmer 
11:00 Jeri Brennan and Jim Diebold 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28 

4:30 Pam Long and David Bonner 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 

8:30 Jack Weisenberger and Lori Dowd 
11:00 Jim Reboulet and Jerry Gordon 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 31 

4:30 Mary Richter, June Fening, Tom Fening, Pat Cepluch, 
Tom DiNuoscio, Connie DiNuoscio, Charlotte Kuhl, David 
Bonner 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 

8:30 Nick Hosmer, Jennifer Hosmer, Jeri Brennan, Pamela 
Andorn, Kathy Hennekes, Donna Weisenberger, Merle Ferry, 
Diana Ferry 
11:00 Phyllis Terry, Millie Kuth, Irwin Mercer, Betty 
Cunningham, Ginger Hilz, Elizabeth Smith, Hazel Zeis, Jim 
Miller, Diane Miller, Wyvonne Sandlin 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 

4:30 Joseph Richter, Mary Ann Shaver, Frani Jackson, 
Frances Janz, Penny Dixon, Mary Richter, June Fening, Tom 
Fening  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 

8:30 Susan Delp, Dick Dowd, Lori Dowd, Earl Scheidler, 
Gladys Scheidler, Emily Scheidler, Jeri Brennan, Sue Coning 
11:00 Pat Gordon, Mark Miller, Julie Joyce-Smith, Amy 
Kibby, Pierce Kibby, Nancy Elliott, Linda Pate, Kelli Kurtz, 
Linda Reboulet, Phyllis Terry 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14 

4:30 Tom Richter, Pat Cepluch, Tom Weber, Tom 
DiNuoscio, Connie DiNuoscio, Charlotte Kuhl, Joseph 
Richter, Mary Ann Shaver 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 

8:30 Nick Hosmer, Jennifer Hosmer, Skip Kalkhof, Maryrose 
Kalkhof, Jennifer Maggard, Michelle Bubemyre, Barbara 

Blanton, Pamela Andorn 
11:00 Millie Kuth, Irwin Mercer, Betty Cunningham, Ginger 
Hilz, Elizabeth Smith, Hazel Zeis, Jim Miller, Jerry Gordon, 
Pat Gordon, Wyvonne Sandlin 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 

4:30 Frani Jackson, Penny Dixon, Mary richter, June Fening, 
Tom Fening, Tom Richter, Pat Cepluch, Tom Weber 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 

8:30 Kathy Hennekes, Donna Weisenberger, Merle Ferry, 
Diana Ferry, Susan Delp, Earl Scheidler, Gladys Scheidler, 
Emily Scheidler 
11:00 Mark Miller, Amy Kibby, Pierce Kibby, Nancy Elliott, 
Linda Pate, Kelli Kurtz, Linda Reboulet, Phyllis Terry, Millie 
Kuth, Irwin Mercer 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28 

4:30 Tom DiNuoscio, Connie DiNuoscio, Charlotte Kuhl, Bill 
Groth, Joseph Richter, Mary Ann Shaver, Frani Jackson, 
Frances Janz 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 

8:30 Jeri Brennan, Nick Hosmer, Jennifer Hosmer, Skip 
Kalkhof, Maryrose Kalkhof, Sue Coning, Jennifer Maggard, 
Michelle Bubemyre 
11:00 Ginger Hilz, Elizabeth Smith, Hazel Zeis, Jim Miller, 
Diane Miller, Pat Gordon, Wyvonne Sandlin, Mark Miller, 
Julie Joyce-Smith, Nancy Elliott 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 31 

4:30 Josh Richter, Robert Richter, John Donahue 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 

8:30 Trisha Kalkhof, Alex Niehaus, Emily Niehaus 
11:00 Carson Hampton, Elizabeth Shumate, Jacqueline 
Noelker 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 

4:30 Grace Mignery, James Mignery, Michael Creed 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 

8:30 Steven Randall, Haley Gresham, David Begley 
11:00 Carson Hampton, Ian Smith 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14 

4:30 Lynn Schutte, Josh Tyree, Zachary Tyree 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 

8:30 Alex Randall, Steven Randall, Christopher Randall 
11:00 Elizabeth Shumate, Jacqueline Noelker 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21 

4:30 Abby Krabacher, Matthew Krabacher, David Yorn, Sam 
Krabacher 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 

8:30 Trisha Kalkhof, Alex Niehaus, Emily Niehaus 
11:00 Carson Hampton, Ian Smith 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28 

4:30 Josh Richter, Robert Richter, John Donahue 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 

8:30 Christopher Randall, Haley Gresham, David Begley 
11:00 Elizabeth Shumate, Jacqueline Noelker 
 

 

We praise god with the wordWe praise god with the wordWe praise god with the wordWe praise god with the word 

We Give the Lord to Others in CommunionWe Give the Lord to Others in CommunionWe Give the Lord to Others in CommunionWe Give the Lord to Others in Communion    

We Serve God and Parish at the AltarWe Serve God and Parish at the AltarWe Serve God and Parish at the AltarWe Serve God and Parish at the Altar 



  Matrimony:  Sacrament of Enduring Love 
 
The United States Conference of Bishops has chosen the theme of Matrimony: 
Sacrament of Enduring Love for this year’s theme for Catechetical Sunday 
celebrated in all of the churches on September 19, 2010. 
 
The Bishop’s Conference has chosen this theme to coincide with a variety of 
new priority initiatives to assist the faithful in maintaining  and strengthening their 
vocation of marriage in faithfulness and love.   Among these initiatives is a 
pastoral letter from the bishops and the wonderful website 
www.foryourmarriage.com. 
 
The web site offers a wealth of information on many of the issues and concerns 
of those already married to those contemplating marriage.  Articles range from 
natural family planning to facing the empty nest, from financial concerns to 
infidelity, from tips on how to make a marriage thrive to growing in spirituality as 
a couple. 
 
Do something positive for your marriage- open the website… you’re sure to find 
it a great resource. 
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